Don't give up on it. We are a human institution. We are God's people, a pilgrim people and a sinful people. We fail as a church, and our leaders fail sometimes within our church. God always has to call us back. It's true of us individually and all of us together as a community of God's people gumbleton

Marian Wright Edelman, founder and president of the Children’s Defense Fund:

It is absolutely obscene that we are the sole remaining superpower, number one in military expenditures, military exports, military budget, first in health technology, first in billionaires and millionaires, yet we let our children be the poorest group of Americans.  We have this booming economy and budget surplus, but there are 13.5 million poor children…American children fifteen and under are twelve times more likely to die from gun violence than children in twenty-five other industrialized countries combined…

The fact that we spend more of out resources on military expenditures is not disconnected from the obsession we have with, and the glorification of, violence in our culture.  On the cusp of a new era, we have some very fundamental decisions to make about who we are… We lose a classroom full of children every two days.  A quiet Littleton almost every day, in which nearly twelve children are killed by gunfire.  But you know, it’s dispersed and many of them aren’t white, so nobody pays attention…

Love asks for a total disarmament.  The encounter in love is an encounter without weapons.  Perhaps the disarmament in the individual encounter is more difficult than international disarmament.  We are very able to hide our guns and knives even in the most intimate relationship.  An old bitter memory, a slight suspicion about motives, or a small doubt can be a sharp as a knife held behind our back as a weapon for defense in case of an attack…


New life is born in the state of total vulnerability- this is the mystery of love.  Power kills.  Weakness creates. It creates autonomy, self-awareness, and freedom.  It creates openness to give and receive in mutuality… 

Henri Nouwen
If you have come to help me, you are wasting your time.  But if you have come because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work together. - Lila Watson, Australian Aboriginal woman, in response to mission workers

IThe nobodies: nobody’s children, owners of nothing. The nobodies: the no ones, the nobodied, running like rabbits, dying through life, screwed every which way.

Who are not, but could be.

Who don’t speak languages, but dialects.

Who don’t have religions, but superstitions.

Who don’t create art, but handicrafts.

Who don’t have culture, but folklore.

Who are not human beings, but human resources.

Who do not have faces, but arms.

Who do not have names, but numbers.

Who do not appear in the history of the world, but in the police blotter of the local paper.

The nobodies, who are not worth the bullet that kills them.Eduardo Galeano
Never be afraid of your own faint-heartedness in the endeavor to love…Active love compared to love in dreams is a harsh and dreadful thing.  Love in dreams seeks a heroic deed that can be accomplished without delay and in full view of everyone…Active love, on the other hand, is unremitting hard work and tenacity, and for some it is a veritable science.  But let me tell you in advance: even as you may realize with horror that, in spite of your best efforts, not only have you not come any nearer to your goal, but you may even have receded from it, it is precisely at that moment, I tell you, that you will suddenly reach your goal and clearly behold the wondrous power of God, who has at all times loved you…

~Fyodor Dostoevsky~
I have seen, and believe, that God never appears to you in person,
but in action, which can only account for your deliverance in your darkest hour.
-Gandhi 

Do not avoid contact with suffering or close your eyes before suffering.  Do not lose awareness of the existence of suffering in the life of the world.  Find ways to be with those who are suffering, include personal contacts, visits, images, and sounds.  By such means, awaken yourself and others to the reality of suffering in the world.

 - Thich Nhat Hanh
To believe in God is not just to love life, but to work so that there is life. 
 Jon Sobrino, SJ
I believe in God 
Who did not create an immutable world 
A thing incapable of change 
Who does not govern according to eternal laws 
That remain inviolate 
Or according to a natural order 
Of rich and poor 
Of the expert and the ignorant 
Of rulers and subjects 
I believe in God 
Who willed conflict in life and wanted us to change the status quo 
Through our works…  
Dorothee Soelle

God does not look so much at the grandeur of our works as to the love with which they are done.

 St. Teresa of Avila

A person is a person by means of- because of- other people.

~Zulu saying 
If you choose to enter into other people’s suffering, or to love others,

 you have to consent in some way to the possible consequences.

 - Ita Ford

I just carry hope in my heart.  Hope is not a feeling of certainty that everything ends well.  Hope is just a feeling that life and work have a meaning.

 Vaclav Havel
We see God as a liberating force who calls us to deliver people from oppression. 

 Jonathon Kozol
With our lives, we testify to believe in one of two Gods: either an omnipotent idol that controls and arranges everything, or the God of hope who works alongside us.
Dorothee Soelle

To heal our society, our psyches must heal as well. The military, social, and environmental dangers that threaten us do not come from sources outside the human heart; they are reflections of it, mirroring the fears, greeds, and hostilities that separate us from ourselves and each other. For our sanity and our survival, therefore, it appears necessary to engage in spiritual as well as social change, to merge the inner with the outer paths. 
Joanna Macy

War, and the preparation for war, are the two greatest obstacles to human progress. The poor of the world are crying out for schools and doctors, not guns and generals.  -Oscar Arias Sanchez, Costa Rica

If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor.  If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.    -Archbishop Desmond Tutu
