
... no one laughed at
racist or sexist jokes.

... after more than 200 years of female presidents,
someone raised the shocking notion that a man might be able to run the country.

... public pressure
made it impossible for bigots to prosper.

... architects and builders
provided full access to all structures, not because the
ADA required it, but because it was just the right thing to do.

... Barbie
wore a size 14.

... more white people understood
their deep and abiding role in racism.

... wedding announcement pages
in newspapers routinely, and without controversy,
included photographs and stories of same-sex couples.

... welfare reform
actually improved the lives of the working poor.

... when you watched TV, read the newspa p e r
or visited your elected officials, you saw yourself reflected in the  
people you found there, no matter your age, race, ethnicity, sex,
sexual orientation or economic level.

... religious intolerance 
– from all sides of the political spectrum – faded away.

... the scream-a nd-s hout “di s c u s s ion” sho w s
on TV and radio were replaced by the nation’s vast variety of
voices truly discussing the important issues of the day.

... All estranged
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people were reunited
with their families of origin in a spirit of love and understanding.

... elected officials
gave the same attention to – and had the same expertise about –
race relations as they did opinion polls and fund raising.

... a historically black university
had the same resources as Harvard.

... a child’s ZIP code
didn’t determine the quality of his or her education.

... a job application from José or Tamika
received the same consideration as one from Greg or Ashley.

... 11 a.m. Sunday
wasn’t the most racially segregated hour of the week.

... the Boy Scouts heeded
their own ideals of honor and respect for everyone, including gays.

... age was equated with wisdom,
rather than expendability.

w h e r e . . .
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honor the dr e am a n d make it so.
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