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Dear....
I have learned that Saint Louis University will be hosting the National Courage Conference in late July, and want to share my concerns with you.

I believe that Saint Louis University has a proud history of taking prophetic stands for social justice.  The Fair Trade Coffee served on campus, your personal support of the School of the Americas Vigil, and the SLU anti-discrimination policy, which includes sexual orientation, provide some wonderful examples.
That is why it is especially disturbing that SLU has chosen to host Courage, a small, ultra-conservative group that spreads misinformation about homosexuality. Courage asserts that homosexuality is a choice, that it is often caused by childhood abuse, that gay and lesbians are “slaves to their desires” and that homosexuality is a disorder that can be “treated”. 
Surely the Jesuits, who have a strong commitment to social justice, diversity, and tolerance, should not support such a group.  
You have said that “Saint Louis University has an educational and pastoral responsibility to work with those who are struggling with their sexuality, and to fight the ignorance, prejudice, and discrimination that gay people face.”  The mission of Courage provides a strong example of such ignorance.  This group should not be convening on the campus of a Jesuit University committed to diversity and tolerance.  I hope you will reconsider hosting this Conference.
I would be happy to talk you more about this matter, and also to provide more information about Courage, if it is helpful.

Thanks....

