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ST. MARGARET OF SCOTLAND SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY PRESENTS:


JUSTICE ROCKS!


				(Reaching Out with Concern and Kindness)                               February 2005





Our mission is to lovingly and prayerfully initiate, support and promote activities that challenge the St. Margaret of Scotland community to faithfully grow in and respond to the call to social justice, especially as proclaimed in the Gospels and Catholic Social Teaching.








“Trying to raise a child who is aware of social justice issues involves many of the practices that good parents instinctively do.  Much like social justice work there is a need to both embrace and resist certain practices.  We try to encourage our son to share, communicate, pray, and discourage him to hit, bite, and take things without asking.  Pretty simple stuff, I know. One resource that I would highly recommend is the Institute for Peace and Justice which is an organization dedicated to supporting racial justice and socially aware families.” 


Check it out at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipj-ppj.org/families.htm" \t "_blank" �http://www.ipj-ppj.org/families.htm�




















On Sunday February 27, at 11:30am in the church basement, Friendship and Justice and the Social Justice Ministry will present “Becoming a More Welcoming Community.” Four members of the St. Margaret of Scotland community will share their experiences and thoughts about issues facing gay and lesbian Catholics. After the panel discussion, there will be a question and answer session.  The program will conclude by 1pm. Friendship and Justice is an outreach ministry to our LGBT community, families, friends and allies. It received its mandate from the United State Conference of Catholic Bishops in their 1976 document To Live in Christ Jesus: A Pastoral Reflection on the Moral Life in which they wrote that “homosexuals…. have a right to respect, friendship and justice. They should have an active role in the Christian community.”





For more information, call Sister Marge O’Gorman, FSM, at 776-0363 x9, or visit www.friendshipandjustice.org.





SHOCKING STATISTICS





Hunger and poverty continue to rise at home and abroad. Today, more than 36 million people in the United States reside in families that struggle to put food on the table, and worldwide, 852 million people go to bed hungry night after night.


Every day, more than 27,500 children die from preventable causes, more than half of them hunger-related.


Turn the page to see how you can make a difference.





The next Social Justice meeting will be held Sunday, February 20 at 11:30 in the rectory. Please join us and see what we’re all about!





THANK YOU!


We want to thank you all for your purchases of Fair Trade coffee, chocolate, and cocoa after Mass last weekend. The chocolate sold out! Thanks especially to Irv Engelmann, who made it happen.








GOT FIVE MINUTES?


Sign The ONE Campaign Declaration:


The ONE Campaign is a new effort to rally Americans to fight the emergency of global AIDS and extreme poverty.  Through The ONE Campaign, each ONE of us can make a difference. Together as ONE we can change the world. Sign up to add your voice to support The ONE Campaign Declaration. You will join the growing number of Americans who are getting involved online and in communities across the country to fight global AIDS and poverty through The ONE Campaign.


“WE BELIEVE that in the best American tradition of helping others help themselves, now is the time to join with other countries in a historic pact for compassion and justice to help the poorest people of the world overcome AIDS and extreme poverty. WE RECOGNIZE that a pact including such measures as fair trade, debt relief, fighting corruption and directing an additional one percent of the U.S. budget toward meeting basic needs – education, health, clean water, food, and care for orphans – would transform the futures and hopes of an entire generation in the poorest countries. WE COMMIT ourselves - one person, one voice, one vote at a time - to make a better, safer world for all.”


To sign the above declaration, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.theonecampaign.org" ��www.theonecampaign.org�. 

















GOT FIFTEEN MINUTES?


Urge your members of Congress to commit themselves to a 2006 budget that provides sufficient funding for programs that benefit hungry and poor people in the United States and around the world.


Points to make:


Hunger and poverty continue to rise at home and abroad. Today, more than 36 million people in the United States reside in families that struggle to put food on the table, and worldwide, 852 million people go to bed hungry night after night. Every day, more than 27,500 children die from preventable causes, more than half of them hunger-related.


Fiscal discipline is important, but Congress shouldn’t try to balance the budget by cutting programs that are important to hungry and poor people. These programs are a tiny portion of the $2.5 trillion federal budget, and nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office figures show that lower revenues, not higher spending, account for the large deficit.


To ensure that people have enough food to learn and work, Congress and the administration must protect and fully fund the national nutrition programs. It should also significantly increase funding for international programs that fight hunger, poverty and disease in poor countries, especially those in Africa. 


U.S. House of Representatives 			U.S Senate


Russ Carnahan					Christopher Bond�Washington, DC 20515				Washington, DC 20510











Justice ROCKS is a newsletter published monthly by the SMOS Social Justice Ministry. If you have some ideas about bringing social justice into your family, please email Jenny Gerstner at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jmgerstner@sbcglobal.net" ��jmgerstner@sbcglobal.net�.





SEEKING JUSTICE AT SMOS





Person in the Parish


This month we asked Rob Garavaglia for some advice on how to raise children to be aware of social justice issues. 








Looking for a great gift idea? Here is one of the books that is recommended on the Institute for Peace and Justice website: Starting Out Right by Kathleen McGinnis and Barbara Oehlberg. This 127-page book offers parents and teachers of preschool-aged children concrete strategies and a holistic vision for nurturing peacemaking attitudes, values and skills.  Starting Out Right is also available as part of a "baby gift package" that includes a one-year subscription to the Parenting for Peace and Justice Network newsletter, a beautiful small poster and gift card.











